Possibly the seat of sequestrum formation. In tuberculosis of the larger joints, it is usually impossible to remove all the diseased tissue; and while the removal of the major portion will be helpful, the chief purpose of the operation is usually to produce firm ankylosis of the joint. Surgery here offers one ?f the best methods of securing immobilisation, which we have seen to be the main object of local treatment.
For a long time conservatism in the treatment of bone and joint tuberculosis held the field in this country. (6) Our scheme of treatment must be coloured throughout by our efforts to secure permanency of the healing.
Different points assume predominance in importance at different stages in treatment.
At the outset, in all cases, we are concerned mainly with the establishment of first-rate general treatment which will be continued throughout.
In the early stages our minds centre around the possibility of restoring normal function. Any procedure which interferes with that objective must be ruled out. Surgical fixation of joints is therefore contra-indicated.
At 
